WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A JUDGE, AN ACCOUNTANT AND A ROOFING
CONTRACTOR ARE AT THE SAME BRTHDAY PARTY? THEY Beiv
TALKING ABout MUSIC, END UP JAMMING FOR HOURS AND DECIDE TO
FORM A BanD. v 2002, MID-LIFE CRISIS BEGAN A WILD RIDE THEY
WOULD NEVER FORGET. SO WHAT’S WITH THE NAME?

“We wanted a name to kind of keep things on the lighter
side, and not take this whole thing too seriously. We kicked
around some different names, but this one seemed to fit
what we were doing and the time in our lives that we were
doing it,” Frank Oberle explains. The group started out
with Judge Mickey Shuffield, David Perkins and Oberle.
They quickly found a top-notch lead singer in Fred
Schwartz. After a few practices, the guys decided if they
want to play classic rock and roll and rhythm and blues -
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they needed more instruments. So, next came talented bass
player Brett Vickers and then keyboard master, Antoine
Leblanc, who played in the popular band “The Kidz” in his
younger days. The next music man to join the “band of
baby-boomers” was Johnny Lindow. The spirited sax player
was a barber in his day job, cutting Frank Oberle’s hair for
20+ years. The cool crooners knew they had a good thing
because their personalities just seem to jive. They practiced
once a week at The Acura Dealership that Fred managed.
Friends and family kept begging them to let them hear their
sound. After six months, the band finally gave in and threw
a small private party to break out Mid-Life Crisis to a live
audience. The first song they played was “Gloria” by Van
Morrison. The 200 guests quickly filled up the dance floor,
staying on their feet the rest of the evening. Soon the news
of their talents spread thru the West End. In 2003, The
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Logon Café booked the band for their first paying gig. “They were taking e»@czw%?j‘m
a chance on us because they had never heard us and we did not have a O

demo tape. The place was packed, and again, everyone had a blast. We
started playing there on a regular basis after that,” says Oberle. In 2005
Brett Vickers decided to retire from playing music and the guys started
searching for a bass player. Luckily super skilled, Doc Bradford agreed to
attend a jam session and was instantly hooked. After playing private
parties and some club gigs, the band wanted to add another dimension to
their sound. The guys agreed a female lead vocalist would kick it up a
notch. And then came Jennifer Parker...the small gal with the incredibly
big voice. This chick can sing! Finally, Mid-Life Crisis was complete. The
band’s popularity and fan base grew with every party they played. To
date they have played many memorable events. Frank shares, “We
played the main stage at Mardi Gras in Port Arthur in 2005 on Saturday

night right before the biggest parade of the weekend. There were many Faorite musicd group: 7/;* Kolling Stopss,

thousands in the crowd and it was exciting to be there.” The list goes on ;f;?”:;ja'glfa S ’;;ff";; wd 22 Top *
to include a regular gig for A Tasting for Some Other Place, Brent Coon's Fivorite ,‘;«Zf;cfff’.;ﬁii’-f.”}f el 5'
Annual Christmas Party and even an impromptu jam session with Tracy —— e f

Byrd. “He was in the audience at one of our parties and came on stage to
play with us. Most people only hear him do country but he can also play %M{Cpﬂﬂfi
some excellent rock and roll,” states the numbers man. But the guys and DRU@
gal agree, what keeps Mid-Life Crisis fans requesting more is their J
comedic interaction with the crowd and the classic tunes that work for all
ages. When you spend an evening with Mid Life Crisis, you feel like you
have traveled back in time, enjoying the music you grew up with as a kid.
If you have not experienced a little “Mid Life Crisis” — you are really
missing out. To learn more about these hard-working rockers, visit
www.midlifecrisisbandbeaumont.com. If you would like to have a
rocking good time at your next party, call Frank Oberle at 409-866-6644,
or 409-781-0742.
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